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Tour Participants : Saman Kumara & Dhanushka Samarasinghe (leaders) with 14 Naturetrek clients

Eight on the Sinharaja extension.

This tour delivered wonderful sightings of Blue Whales & Leopards multiple times, in addition to the other
abundant wildlife of Sri Lanka. We were fortunate enough to see three different types of whales that included a

rare Fin Whale, a Sperm Whale, and Blue Whale along with Spinner Dolphins.

Our search for Leopards was also fruitful as we enjoyed close encounters with one of the cats in Lunugamvehera
National Park. We were able to see Asian Elephants, Spotted Deer, Golden Jackal, Mugger Crocodiles and many

bird species were amongst the mix of wildlife we had the joy of seeing.

Overall we had sightings of 22 species of Mammals, 139 species of Birds, 16 Reptiles and Amphibians and 64

species of Butterflies.

The tour started with an overnight flight from the UK to Sti Lanka.

The group was welcomed at the Airport at 1.20 pm by the leaders before setting off to Weligama for our three-
night stay at Koggala Beach Hotel.

During our journey to the hotel we encountered Indian Peafowl, Black-headed Ibis, Indian Grey Heron,
Intermediate Egret, Little Egret, Black-winged Kite, White-throated Kingfisher, Brahminy Kite, House Crow,
Kite , Great Egret, Little Cormorant, Crested Hawk-eagle, Indian Palm Squirrel and Common House Gecko.

We reached the Koggala Beach Hotel at 5.30pm. We met for our evening briefing and checklist before having

our dinner and retiring for the night.

We left the hotel at 6.00am with our packed breakfasts and reached Mirissa harbour at 6.40am in plenty of time
for the boat’s departure at 7.00am. We saw our first Blue Whale two hours into the trip and we managed to

follow this whale for a while until we had enough sightings.

We returned to the hotel at 12.45 pm for lunch and then had time to relax before our afternoon excursion.

During our visit to the Kirala Kele sanctuary we encountered Striated Heron, Indian Pond Heron, Eastern Cattle

Egret, Darter, White-breasted Waterhen, Purple Swamphen, Red-wattled Lapwing, Whiskered Tern, Asian Palm




Swift, Blue-tailed Bee-eater, Sti Lanka Red-backed Woodpecker, Common lora, Common Kingfisher, Yellow
Bittern, Brown Shrike, Black-hooded Oriole, White-bellied Drongo, Large-billed Crow, Red-vented Bulbul,
White-browed Bulbul, Barn Swallow, Plain Prinia, Common Myna and Purple- rumped Sunbird,

We returned to the hotel at 6.30pm and had dinner at 7.15 pm and did the checklist and the briefing for the next
day.

Another morning whale watching excursion yielded fantastic views of a Fin Whale - a rare species in Mirissa
waters, and we were also very lucky to see a pod of Spinner Dolphins which happened to cruise along our boat.
After another very successful morning of Whale Watching we returned to the hotel for our lunch and relaxed

until late afternoon.

Our visit to the Galle Fort took us back to the colonial past of the island as we traversed through the forts

narrow roads surrounded by Portuguese, Dutch and British architecture of a bygone era.

Upon returning to the hotel we did our checklist and had dinner before calling it a night.

Apart from the many sea creatures, today we were also able to see birds such as Greater Crested Tern, Spotted

Dove, Indian Swiftlet, Rose-ringed Parakeet, Yellow-billed Babbler and Oriental Magpie-Robin.

We left the hotel eatly with our packed breakfast for our final whale watching session and were able to see
another pod of Spinner Dolphins. Afterwards we were able to see a Sperm Whale and we followed it for a while
until we had good sightings. We sailed further out to deeper water and were thrilled to see an adult Blue Whale
around 10.00am. We came back to the hotel for a late lunch and rested for a while. Later in the afternoon we
visited a turtle hatchery and observed the Logger-head, Green, Hawksbill & Olive Ridley Turtles who are cared
for at the hatchery.

We were back in the hotel at 6.30 pm and our usual routine of checklist and dinner followed.

We had our breakfast at 7.30am before checking out of the hotel and leaving for Yala. We reached the perimeter

of Bundala National Park where we did some birding as well. During our journey we enjoyed sightings of many
birds. We reached the Cinnamon Wild hotel for a late lunch.

In the afternoon we did a bird walk around the hotel premises and we saw many bird species such as Lesser
Whistling Duck, Painted Stork, Spot-billed Pelican, Asian Openbill, Woolly-necked Stork, Common Moorhen,




Pin-tailed Snipe, Orange-breasted Green Pigeon, Green Imperial Pigeon, Green Bee-eater, Purple Sunbird,
Forest Wagtail and Paddyfield Pipit.

Apart from the many birds we were also able to see Grey Langur, Wild Boar, Water Buffalo, Bengal Land
Monitor, Oriental Garden Lizard and Marsh Mugger Crocodile which was amusing to see as it was in close

proximity to our hotel garden!

We left the hotel at 5.00 am after tea/coffee and travelled towards Lunugamvehera National Park. On the way
we were able to see a Golden Jackal right in front of our bus walking along the road. We entered the park at
6.30am encountering many birds as well as other species. We were following many alarm calls trying to track a
Leopard, which paid off when it finally appeared from the thick shrubs after making its way to the other side of

the road, surprising us all by crossing right in front of our jeep.

Throughout the day we were able to see many birds such as Sti Lanka Junglefowl, Lesser Adjutant, Great
Cormorant, Osprey, Crested Honey Buzzard, Crested Hawk Eagle, White-bellied Sea Eagle, Grey-headed Fish
Eagle, Crested Treeswift, House Swift, Indian Roller, Pied Kingfisher, Malabar Pied Hornbill, Jerdon’s Bush
Lark, Sti L.anka Swallow and Indian Robin.

We returned to the hotel at 6.30 pm and on the way we were lucky to see a massive male Elephant on the side of

the road which was often seen begging for food from passing vehicles.

Apart from the many birds we were also able to see Torque Macaque, Ruddy Mongoose, Stripe-necked

Mongoose, Spotted Deer, Sambar, Indian Hare, Green Garden Lizard and Common Skink.

We returned to the hotel after a very successful safari and once again met up for the checklist at dinner at
7.45pm.

Once again we left the hotel at 5.30am after tea/coffee for our safari to Yala National Park. Our sightings today
included Black-necked Stork, Eurasian Spoonbill, Barred Buttonquail, Black-winged Stilt, Pacific Golden Plover,
Common Ringed Plover, Lesser Sand Plover, Pheasant-tailed Jacana, Little Stint, Gull-billed Tern, Chestnut-
headed Bee-Eater, Hoopoe, Brown-capped Pygmy Woodpecker, Common Kestrel, Asian Paradise Flycatcher,
Ashy-crowned Sparrow-Lark, Oriental Skylark, Grey-breasted Prinia, Jungle Prinia, Common Tailorbird, Dark-
fronted Babbler, Brahminy Starling, Loten’s Sunbird, Baya Weaver, Indian Silverbill, Scally-breasted Munia and
Black-headed Munia.

Mammals were plentiful and included Asian Elephant, Water Buffalo, Spotted Deer, Toque Macaque, Grey

Langur, Sambar, Sri Lanka Leopard and Golden Jackal, while a Common Rat Snake was also seen.




Whales & Leopards Tour Tour Report

We returned to the hotel after a very successful safari and once again met up for the checklist and dinner at

8.00pm.

Main Tour Day 9; Extension Day 1 Sunday 24th November

Katunayake (Main Tour); Sinharaja (Extension)

We had breakfast at 8am and checked out of the hotel at 9am heading for Ratnapura, where we reached the
Nivahana Restaurant at 12.30 pm and had our lunch. On the way we did some birding at Debarawewa and
encountered a colony of Indian Flying Fox and Brown Fish Owl. Afterwards we split up as eight members of the
group were going to Sinharaja for the bird watching extension, while the rest set off to Katunayake for their final

night’s stay.

The main group reached the Airport Garden Hotel at 7.30 pm and enjoyed a leisurely dinner. Meanwhile, the
Extension party reached the Blue Magpie Lodge at 5.45pm. We later met for the checklist and dinner at 7.30pm

Throughout the day we saw many birds including Brown Fish Owl and Lesser Hill Myna along with an Asian
Water Monitor.

Main Tour Day 10; Extension Day 2 Monday 25th November

Return to UK (Main Tour); Sinharaja (Extension)

After breakfast the Main Tour group checked out of the hotel and proceeded to the airport in time for their

return flight to the UK, where their Naturetrek adventure came to an end.

The Extension party left their hotel at 6.00am with a packed lunch. Our birding session in the rainforest
encountered Sti Lanka Green Pigeon, Green-billed Coucal, Sri Lanka Frogmouth, Malabar Trogan, Yellow-
fronted Barbet, Crimson-fronted Barbet, Small Minivet, Black-naped Monarch, Sti Lanka Blue Magpie, Yellow-
browed Bulbul, Orange-billed Babbler, Velvet-fronted Nuthatch, Spot-winged Thrush, Brown-breasted
Flycatcher and White-rumped Munia.

Purple-faced Leaf Monkey, Grizzled Giant Squirrel, Dusky Striped Squirrel along with the Sti Lanka Kangaroo
Lizard, Sti Lanka Green Pit Viper, Green Vine Snake, Giant Milipede and Giant Wood Spider were also

encountered during our journey.

After a long day in the rainforest we returned to the hotel and enjoyed a well-deserved hot cup of tea before

meeting up for our usual evening routine.

Extension Day 3 Tuesday 26th November

Sinharaja

Once again we left our hotel at 6.00 am on our early morning visit to the Sinharaja rainforest and we had good
sightings of Black Eagle, Red-faced Malkoha, Layard’s Parakeet, Sti Lanka Hanging Parrot, Sri Lanka Drongo,
Square-tailed Bulbul, Sri Lanka Scimitar Babbler, Ashy-headed Laughingthrush, Crested Serpent Eagle, Sri Lanka
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Sri Lanka - Endemic Birds Tour Report

White-Eye, Sri Lanka Hill Myna, White-faced Starling and Pale-billed Flowerpecker . The Checkered Keelback

Snake was the only snake we came across today.

In the evening we did the checklist at 7pm, followed by a briefing and dinner.

Extension Day 4 Wednesday 27th November

Katunayake

Another morning bird watching session around the village area yielded sightings of Plum-headed Parakeet,
Black-headed Cuckooshrike, White-browed Fantail, Black-capped Bulbul, Golden-fronted Leafbird, Legge’s
Flowerpecker and Black-throated Munia, Bar-winged Flycatcher-shrike, Oriental White-eye, and White-rumped
Munia. After lunch we checked out of the hotel and proceeded to Katunayake where we reached the Gateway

Airport Garden Hotel at 3.30pm and proceeded with the usual evening routine.

Apart from the many birds we found a Hard Shelled Terrapin.

Extension Day 5 Thursday 28th November

Return flights

We checked out of the hotel and travelled to the airport in time for our return flights home at the end of an

excellent holiday in this beautiful country.

Receive our e-newsletter

Join the Naturetrek e-mailing list and be the first to hear about new tours, additional departures and new dates,

tour reports and special offers. Visit www.naturetrek.co.uk to sign up.

Social Media

We’re social! Follow us on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram and be the first to hear about the launch of new

tours, offers and exciting sightings and photos from our recently returned holidays.

facebook www.facebook.com/naturetrekwildlifeholidays

www.twitter.com/naturetrektours
(’“Atagllam www.instagram.com/naturetrek wildlife holidays
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Common name

Toque Macaque

Grey Langur
Purple-faced Leaf Monkey
Golden Jackal

Ruddy Mongoose
Stripe-necked Mongoose
Leopard

Asian Elephant

Wild Boar

Spotted Deer

Sambar

Water Buffalo

Indian Palm Squirrel
Grizzled Giant Squirrel
Dusky Striped Squirrel
Indian Hare- Black-naped Hare
Indian Flying Fox

Blue Whale

Sperm Whale

Spinner Dolphin

Risso’s Dolphin

Fin Whale

Common name
Lesser Whistling Duck
Sri Lanka Junglefowl
Indian Peafowl
Painted Stork

Asian Openbill
Woolly-necked Stork
Black-necked Stork
Lesser Adjutant
Black-headed Ibis
Yellow Bittern
Striated Heron
Indian Pond Heron
Eastern Cattle Egret
Grey Heron

Purple Heron

Great Egret
Intermediate Egret
Little Egret
Spot-billed Pelican
Little Cormorant
Great Cormorant
Darter

Osprey
Black-winged Kite

Crested Honey Buzzard (Oriental Honey Buzzard)

Scientific name
Macaca sinica

Semnopithecus (Presbytis) entellus
Trachypithecus (Presbytis) vetulus

Canis aureus

Herpestes smithii
Herpestes vitticollis
Panthera pardus kotiya
Elephas maximus

Sus scrofa

Cervus axis

Cervus unicolor
Bubalus Bubalis
Funambulus palmarum
Ratufa macroura
Funambulus sublineatus
Lepus nigricollis
Pteropus gigantea
Balaenoptera musculus
Physeter macrocephalus
Stenella mulla

Grampus griseus
Balaenoptera physalus

Scientific name
Dendrocygna javanica
Gallus lafayettii

Pavo cristatus
Mycteria leucocephala
Anastomus oscitans
Ciconia episcopus
Ephippiorhynchus asiaticus
Leptoptilos javanicus
Threskiornis melanocephalus
Ixobrychus sinensis
Butorides striata
Ardeola grayii
Bubulcus coromandus
Ardea cinerea

Ardea purpurea

Ardea alba

Ardea intermedia
Egretta garzetta
Pelecanus philippensis
Microcarbo niger
Phalacrocorax carbo
Anhinga melanogaster
Pandion haliaetus
Elanus caeruleus
Pernis ptilorhynchus
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Common name
Crested Serpent Eagle
Crested Hawk Eagle
Black Eagle

Brahminy Kite
White-bellied Sea Eagle
Grey-headed Fish Eagle
White-breasted Waterhen
Purple Swamphen
Common Moorhen
Barred Buttonquail
Black-winged Stilt
Yellow-wattled Lapwing
Red-wattled Lapwing
Pacific Golden Plover
Common Ringed Plover
Lesser Sand Plover (Mongolian Plover)
Pheasant-tailed Jacana
Pin-tailed Snipe
Common Redshank
Common Sandpiper
Little Stint

Gull-billed Tern

Greater Crested Tern
Whiskered Tern
Common Pigeon
Spotted Dove
Orange-breasted Green Pigeon
Sri Lanka Green Pigeon
Green Imperial Pigeon
Green-billed Coucal
Greater Coucal
Red-faced Malkoha
Asian Koel

Brown Fish Owl
Short-eared Owl

Crested Treeswift (Gray-rumped Treeswift)

Indian Swiftlet

Asian Palm Swift

House Swift

Malabar Trogon

Indian Roller

White-throated Kingfisher
Common Kingfisher

Pied Kingfisher

Green Bee-eater

Blue-tailed Bee-Eater
Chestnut-headed Bee-Eater
Common Hoopoe

Malabar Pied Hornbill
Yellow-fronted Barbet
Crimson-fronted Barbet
Brown-capped Pygmy Woodpecker
Sri Lanka Red-backed Woodpecker
Common Kestrel

Scientific name
Spilornis cheela
Nisaetus cirrhatus
Ictinaetus malaiensis
Haliastur indus
Haliaeetus leucogaster
Haliaeetus ichthyaetus
Amaurornis phoenicurus
Porphyrio porphyrio
Gallinula chloropus
Turnix suscitator
Himantopus himantopus
Vanellus malabaricus
Vanellus indicus
Pluvialis fulva
Charadrius hiaticula
Charadrius mongolus
Hydrophasianus chirurgus
Gallinago stenura
Tringa totanus

Actitis hypoleucos
Calidris minuta
Gelochelidon nilotica
Thalasseus bergii
Chlidonias hybrida
Columba livia

Spilopelia chinensis
Treron bicinctus

Treron pompadora
Ducula aenea
Centropus chlororhynchos
Centropus sinensis

Phaenicophaeus pyrrhocephalus

Eudynamys scolopaceus
Ketupa zeylonensis
Asio flammeus
Hemiprocne coronata
Aerodramus unicolor
Cypsiurus balasiensis
Apus affinis

Harpactes fasciatus
Coracias benghalensis
Halcyon smyrnensis
Alcedo atthis

Ceryle rudis

Merops orientalis
Merops philippinus
Merops leschenaulti
Upupa epops
Anthracoceros coronatus
Psilopogon flavifrons
Psilopogon rubricapillus
Yungipicus hanus
Dinopium psarodes
Falco tinnunculus
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Common name
Plum-headed Parakeet
Layard's Parakeet
Rose-ringed Parakeet

Sri Lanka Hanging Parrot
Common lora
Black-headed Cuckooshrike

Orange Minivet (Scarlet Minivet,Flame Minivet)

Brown Shrike
Black-hooded Oriole
White-bellied Drongo

Sri Lanka Drongo
White-browed Fantail
Black-naped Monarch
Asian Paradise Flycatcher
Sri Lanka Blue Magpie
House Crow

Large-billed Crow
Ashy-crowned Sparrow-Lark
Jerdon's Bush Lark
Oriental Skylark
Black-capped Bulbul
Red-vented Bulbul
White-browed Bulbul
Yellow-browed Bulbul
Square-tailed Bulbul

Barn Swallow

Sri Lanka Swallow
Grey-breasted Prinia
Jungle Prinia

Plain Prinia

Common Tailorbird
Dark-fronted Babbler
Orange-billed Babbler
Ashy-headed Laughingthrush
Sri Lanka White-Eye
Velvet-fronted Nuthatch
Sri Lanka Hill Myna
Lesser Hill Myna
Common Myna

Brahminy Starling
White-faced Starling
Spot-winged Thrush
Indian Robin

Oriental Magpie-Robin
Brown-breasted Flycatcher
Golden-fronted Leafbird

Legge's Flowerpecker (White-throated Flowerpecker)

Pale-billed Flowerpecker
Purple-rumped Sunbird
Purple Sunbird

Loten's Sunbird

House Sparrow

Baya Weaver

Indian Silverbill (White-throated Silverhill)

Scientific name
Psittacula cyanocephala
Psittacula calthrapae
Psittacula krameri
Loriculus beryllinus
Aegithina tiphia
Coracina melanoptera
Pericrocotus flammeus
Lanius cristatus
Oriolus xanthornus
Dicrurus caerulescens
Dicrurus lophorinus
Rhipidura aureola
Hypothymis azurea
Terpsiphone paradisi
Urocissa ornata
Corvus splendens
Corvus macrorhyncus
Eremopterix griseus
Mirafra affinis

Alauda gulgula
Pycnonotus melanicterus
Pycnonotus cafer
Pycnonotus luteolus
Acritillas indica
Hypsipetes ganeesa humii
Hirundo rustica
Cecropis hyperythra
Prinia hodgsonii

Prinia sylvatica

Prinia inornata
Orthotomus sutorius
Rhopacichla atriceps
Turdoides rufescens
Garrulax cinereifrons
Zosterops ceylonensis
Sitta frontalis

Gracula ptilogenys
Gracula indica
Acridotheres tristis
Sturnia pagodarum
Sturnornis albofrontatus
Geokichla spiloptera
Copsychus fulicatus
Copsychus saularis
Muscicapa muttui
Chloropsis aurifrons
Dicaeum vincens
Dicaeum erythrorhynchos
Leptocoma zeylonica
Cinnyris asiaticus
Cinnyris lotenius
Passer domesticus
Ploceus philippinus
Euodice malabarica
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Common name
White-rumped Munia
Scaly-breasted Munia
Black-throated Munia
Black-headed Munia
Forest Wagtail
Paddyfield Pipit

Common name
Hump-nosed Viper

Sri Lanka Green Pit Viper
Green Vine Snake

Common Rat Snake
Checkered Keel Back Snake
Bengal (Land) Monitor
Asian Water Monitor
Oriental (Common) Garden Lizard
Green Garden Lizard

Sri Lanka Kangaroo Lizard
Mugger Crocodile

Hard Shelled Terapin
Common House Gecko
Common Skink

Giant Milipede

Giant Wood Spider

Common Name
Mottled Emigrant
Lemon Migrant
Orange Migrant
Common Grass Yellow
Small Grass Yellow
Three-spot Grass Yellow
Striped Albatross
Lesser Albatross

White Orange-tip
Psyche

Common Gull

Small Salmon Arab
Common Jezebel

Dark Wanderer

Sri Lankan Tree Nymph
Common Crow

Blue Tiger

Glassy Tiger

Dark Blue Tiger
Common Tiger

Plain Tiger

Peacock Pansy

Grey Pansy

Lemon Pansy

Tawny Coaster
Common Eggfly

Scientific name
Lonchura striata
Lonchura punctulata
Lonchura kelaarti
Lonchura malacca
Dendronanthus indicus
Anthus rufulus

Scientific name

Hypnale hypnale
Trimeresurus trigonocephalus
Ahaetulla nasuta

Ptyas mucosus maximus
Xenochrophis piscator
Varanus bengalensis
Varanus salvator

Calotes versicolor

Calotes calotes

Otocryptis wiegmanni
Crocodylus palustris
Melanochelys trijuga parkeri
Hemidactylus frenatus
Eutropis carinata
Spirostreptus centrurus
Nephila pilipes

Scientific Name

Catopsilia pyranthe pyranthe
Catopsilia pomona
Catopsilia scylla

Eurema hecabe hecabe
Eurema brigitta rubella
Eurema blanda citrina
Appias libythea libythea
Appias galene

Ixias marianne

Leptosia nina nina

Cepora nerissa phryne
Colotis amata modestus
Delias eucharis

Pareronia ceylanica

Idea iasonia

Euploea core asela

Tirumala limniace exoticus
Parantica aglea aglea
Tirumala septentrionis musikanos
Danaus genutia genutia
Danaus chrysippus chrysippus
Junonia almana almana
Junonia atlites atlites
Junonia lemonias vaisya
Acraea violae

Hypolimnas bolina bolina
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Common Sailor
Redspot Duke

Medus Brown
Dark-brand Bushbrown
Gladeye Bushbrown
Common Bushbrown
Lime Butterfly
Common Mormon
Blue Mormon

Red Helen

Sri Lankan Birdwing
Common Rose
Crimson Rose

Tailed Jay
Forget-me-not

Lesser Grass Blue
Tiny Grass Blue

Lime Blue

Buttler's Spotted Pierrot
Striped Pierrot
Hampson's Hedge Blue
White Four-ring
Common Silverline
Monkey Puzzle

Dark Cerulean

Painted Ciliate Blue
Common Lineblue
Dark Six Line Blue
Tropic Dart

Common Grass Dart
Common Banded Demon
Grass Demon

Tree Flitter

Sri Lankan Black Flat
Indian Palm Bob
Conjoined Swift

Large Banded Swift
Sri Lankan Hedge Hopper

Neptis hylas varmona
Dophla evelina evelina
Orsotriaena medus mandata
Mycalesis mineus polydecta
Mycalesis patnia patnia
Mycalesis perseus typhlus
Papilio demoleus demoleus
Papilio polytes romulus
Papilio polymnestor parinda
Papilio helenus mooreanus
Troides darsius

Pachliopta aristolochiae ceylonica
Pachliopta hector
Graphium aganemnon
Catochrysops strabo strabo
Zizina otis indica

Zizula hylax hylax

Chilades lajus lajus
Tarucus callinara

Tarucus nara

Acytolepis lilacea

Ypthima ceylonica
Spindasis vulcanus fusca
Rathinda amor

Jamides bochus bochus
Anthene lycaenina

Prosotas nora ardates
Nacaduba caleuria evansi
Potanthus confucius
Taractracera maevius
Notocrypta paralysos alysia
Udaspes folus

Hyarotis adrastus adrastus
Celaenorrhinus spilothyrus
Suastus gremius subgrisea
Pelopidas conjuncta
Pelopidas subochracea subochracea
Baracus vittatus




